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F U R T H E R  I N F O R M AT I O N

Sof t  mater ia ls  se l f-assemble into comple x f unc t ional 

nanopat terns  as  they cont ain  the chemical  information ne cess ar y 

to  ‘k now ’  what  to  do.  What  happ ens when se l f-assembly 

t akes  p lace on an inter f ace that  is  pat terne d and p er io dic? 

And,  what  i f  the p er io dici t y  of  the se l f-assemble d s truc ture  is 

incommensurate  with the under ly ing inter f ace,  as  is  the case 

with many opto ele c tronic  devices  and inte grate d circuit s  that 

inte grate  di f ferent  mater ia ls?  To lower  the global  energ y,  se l f-

assemble d 2D lat t ices  can get  f rus trate d,  or  more interes t ingly, 

they ‘ f ind ’  other  t wis t y  means .
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