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Electronic-structure calculations for nonisothermal
warm dense matter

We present the methodology employed in, and the first results obtained with, the new
computational toolkit XCRYSTAL. XCRYSTAL describes the electronic states present in a
nonisothermal transient warm-dense-matter (WDM) state created during the first 10—
100 fs after the irradiation of a solid sample with an intense femtosecond x-ray pulse. It
utilizes a hybrid basis consisting of plane waves and localized core orbitals for high
computational efficiency. The core orbitals in the basis are allowed to respond to the
presence of plasma electrons through an interwoven inner-shell-outer-shell
optimization scheme employed in XCRYSTAL. We compare our result for the K-shell
threshold energy of solid-density aluminum at WDM conditions with experiment, and
obtain values for the orbital-
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